AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend Claims 1 through 17, 20, 22, and 24 through 26 to read as 
follows. Note that all the claims currently pending in this application, including those not 
presently being amended, have been reproduced below for the Examiner's convenience. 



(Currently Amended) An optical device comprising: 
ividing unit that divides an image sensed by an image sensor into a pluralitv 



of areas: 





ai - ct discrimination means for discriminating a plu r alitv of ai ' cas in a grouping 
unit that groups the divided areas of the sensed image into object areas on the basis of a 
predct c miined conditioli ; 

a main object area determination unit that determines m e ans fo r detemiining a 
main object area out of the plui - ality of object areas grouped bv said grouping unit discriminated 
by said area discrimination means ; 

a main object area changing unit that changes means for changing the main 
object area to another object area; and 

a focus controller that focuses cont r ol means for focusing on the main object 
area determined bv said main object area determination unit and, when the main object area is 
changed bv said main object areachanging unit, changes to focus on the changed main object 



area. 



2. (Currently Amended) The optical device according to claim 1, wherein 
said main object area changing unit m&ans has a direction designation unit that designates means 



for designating a direction which is perpendicular to an optical axis of the optical device, and 
said main object area changing unit determirces an area next to the main object area in the 
direction designated by said direction designation unit means as a new main object area. 

3. (Currently Amende i) The optical device according to claim 2, wherein 
said direction designation unit comprises mc^is is a rotary operation member capable of rotating 
at least in two directions. 



4. (Currently AmendedB The optical device according to claim 3, wherein 
said direction designation unit means is confiaired with a plurality of said rotary operation 

embers. 

5. (Currently Amended) iThe optical device according to claim 2^ wherein 
said direction designation unit comprises m e ans |is a slide-type designation member capable of 
designating at least two directions. 

6. (Currently Amended) T|ie optical device according to claim 5, wherein 
said direction designation umt means is configure^ with a plurality of said sUde-type designation 
members. 



7. (Currently Amended) The[optical device according to claim 2, wherein 
said direction designation unit means is a track ball. 
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8 . (Currently Amended) 
said direction designation member is operated ' 



(Currently Amended) 



said area discrimination m e ans discriminat e s gro uping unit groups the divided p lu r ality of areas 



he optical device according to claim 2, wherein 
manually . 



he optical device according to claim 1, wherein 



in the sensed image on the basis of distances to oi)jects included in the sensed image, and said 
main object area changing unit means has a direction designation unit that designates means for 
designating a direction along an optical axis of th(; optical device, and said main object area 
changing unit determines an area including an object a distance to which is next shorter or longer 
than a distance to an object included in the main c bject area as a new main object area depending 
upon the direction designated by said direction de signation unit rrtcam. 



1 0. (Currently Amended) 
said direction designation unit means is a focusinfc 



The 



optical device according to claim 9, wherein 
member of an image sensing optical system. 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) 1 he optical device according to claim 1 0, 
wherein said direction designation member is operated in manual manually . 

12. (Currently Amended) Ihe optical device according to claim 1, further 
comprising an evaluation unit that calculates means for calculating an evaluation value by 



performing a predetermined operation for each of me p lurality of object areas discriminat e d 
grouped by said grouping unit area discrimination means , wherein said main object area 
determination unit means determines the main object area on the basis of the evaluation value 



calculated for each of the plurality of object areas by said evaluation value calculation unit 



means . 



1 3 . (Currently Amended) 
said main object area determination unit means 



The optical device according to claim 1, wherein 
utomatically determines the main object area. 



14. (Currently Amended) 
comprising a priority order determination unit 



thit 



order, and wherein when a change in main object 
changing unit means changes the main object 



are I 



he optical device according to claim 1, further 
determines means for d e t e miining a priority 



area is requested, said main object area 
in the descending order of the priority order . 



15. (Currently Amended) 1 he optical device according to claim 14, further 
comprising m evaluation unit that calculates nrea iis fo r calculating an evaluation value by 



performing a predetermined operation for each oi the p lurality of object areas discriminated 



grouped by said grouping unit a r ea discriminatioi r 



determination unit means determines the priority order on the basis of the evaluation value 



calculated for each of the plui ' ality of object areas 



means . 



means, wherein said priority order 



by said evaluation valu e calculation unit 



compnsmg: 



16. (Currently Amended) Art A distance measuring point selection method 



a dividing step of dividing a sen; ed image into a pluralitv of areas: 



ail ai 'e a discrimination a gro 



grouping the divided areas of the sensed imag^ 
condition ; 

a main object area determinjiti 



ing step of discriminating a pluraUty of areas in a 



into object areas on the basis of a prcdctcmiin c d 



the pluraUty of object areas grouped discrimir 
a first focus control step of 



main object area determination step: 

a main object ai ' ca changini 



tion step of determining a main object area out of 



ated in said area discrimination jgrouping step; 
bousing on the main object area determined in said 



arcai 



object area when there is an instruction to cl ange the main object area: and 



step of changing the main object area to another 



on step means of detecting whether or not there is 



a change instruction detect 
any instruction to change the main object areja; 

a main object area changirig step of changing the main object area to another 



a control step of controUirg to disable said main object ai 'c a changing step 



wh e n it is detcmiincd that the r e is no instmcLion to change the main object ai ' ea in said change 
designation dctemiination step; and 

a second focus control stepj of focusing changing to focus on the changed main 

object area. 



1 7. (Currently Amendec ^ The distance measuring point selection method 
according to claim 16, wherein, in said main cpject area changing step, an area next to the main 
object area in the a direction designated fi-om ( utside is selected as a new main object area. 
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18. (Original) The distant 
claim 17, wherein the direction designated fro 



;e measuring point selection method according to 
outside is selected from at least two directions. 



19. (Original) The distance measuring point selection method according to 
claim 18, wherein the direction designated frdm outside is perpendicular to an optical axis. 



20. (Currently Amenddd) The distance measuring point selection method 
according to claim 16, wherein, in said a r ea jiiscrimination grouping step, the plui - ality of divided 
areas in the sensed image are discriminated grouped on the basis of distances to objects included 
in the sensed image, and, in said main objeat area changing step, an area including an object a 
distance to which is next shorter or longer tpan a distance to an object included in the main object 
area is selected as a new main object area depending upon a direction designated from outside. 



21. (Original) The distance 
claim 20, wherein the direction designated 



measuring point selection method according to 
Tom outside is an optical direction. 



22. (Currently Amenc ed) The distance measuring point selection method 
according to claim 16, fiirther comprising a i evaluation step of calculating an evaluation value 
by performing a predetermined operation fo ' each of the plm - ality of object areas discriminated 
grouped in said area discrimination groupin j step, wherein, in said main object area 



determination step, the main object area is determined on the basis of the evaluation value 
calculated for each of the p lurality of object lareas in said evaluation value calculation step. 



23. (Original) The distanc^e measuring point selection method according to 



claim 16, wherein, in said main object area dete 
automatically determined. 



lination step, the main object area is 



24. (Currently Amended! The distance measuring point selection method 
according to claim 16, wherein, wherein the instruction to change the main object area detected 
in said change instruction detection m e ans steg is designated manually. 




25 . (Currently Amend^) 
according to claim 16, further comprising a 
priority order, and wherein when a change in 
area changing step, the main object area is ch; 



26. (Currently Amend 



The distance measuring point selection method 
riority order determination step of determining a 
main object area is requested, in said main object 
anged in the descending order of the priority order. 



bd) The distance measuring point selection method 
according to claim 25, further comprising a i evaluation step of calculating an evaluation value 
by performing a predetermined operation fc r each of the plu r ality of object areas discriminat e d 
grouped in said area discrimination groupin g step, wherein in said priority order determination 
step, the priority order is determined on the ^asis of the evaluation value calculated for each of 
the plurality of object areas in said evalu^t^^^ ^uc calcula tion step. 
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